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Medzinarodny projekt Human Animal Il. / Vlk syty, ovca celd, prasa vysmiate nadvazuje na vystavu s animalnou
tematikou Human Animal I. / Najblizsi pribuzni: Opica - Pes — Macka, uvedenu v Galérii umelcov Spisa v r. 2021
Projekt je prezentovany v ramci dramaturgického cyklu Téma a z verejnych zdrojov je podporeny Fondom na
podporu umenia.

Vystava sa zaobera ¢lovekom ako integralnou sucastou Zivocisnej riSe a mapuje trojicu zvierat (vlk — ovca - prasa)
uzko spatu nielen s lokalnou agrarnou tradiciou, ale aj s pridruzenymi symbolickymi, mytologickymi a nabozen-
skymi vyznamami. Diela 20-tich autorov z 5-tich krajin (CZ, ES, PL, USA) su vtipno-vaznou reflexiou historickych,
lokalnych, ale aj globalnych skudsenosti, predstav a predsudkov spatych s ovcou, vlkom a prasatom. Aj ked'Sirka
réznorodych pohladov tému nevycerpava, zostavuje zaujimavd mozaiku symbolickych obrazov ludského vnimania

blizkych druhov. Musime si uvedomit, ze to, ako sa k zvieratam spravame, ako ich hodnotime a aké vlastnosti
im priradujeme, je vysledkom naSich antropocentrickych postojov, ktoré su casto hluché k utrpeniu tych, ktori
nemaju hlas.

Do polovice minulého storocia bolo Slovensko prevazne agrarnou krajinou. Trojica zvierat (vlk - ovca - prasa)
tak v zivote ludi zaujimala délezitu dlohu a to v pozitivnom, ako aj v negativhom zmysle. Kym vo vztahu vlk - ovca
mdbzeme Citat protiklad Cierna - biela, dobro - zlo; prasa, napriek svojej uzitocnosti a zaznavanej vysoke;

inteligencii, zaujima v ludskych mysliach ambivalentnu rolu.
Ovca patri medzi prvé domestikované zvierata a zohrala délezitu dlohu pri vyvaoiji civilizacie. Je tiez mimoriadne
dbélezitym symbolom v krestanstve, o suvisi najma s charakteristikou poddajnosti a poslusnosti. Ovca sa

nevzpiera, nebrani sa ruke s nozom, zabuda (?) na prikoria spésobené ¢lovekom. Kristus je barankom bozim a za-
roven pastierom spolocenstva veriacich. Vlk, ktory je nebezpecny (nielen) pre ovce, bol historicky povazovany
prevazne za negativne, niekedy az diabolské znamenie. Je nepredvidatelny, utodi na zabehnuty sp&sob zivota

a dobré mravy. Slavne latinské prislovie hovori: ,Homo homini lupus est” (Clovek ¢loveku vikom). TAto veta pou-

kazuje na agresivnu a primarne nepriatelskd povahu ¢loveka, ktora sa skryva pod nanosmi kultury a slusnej
vychovy. Zviera, ktoré je nerozlu¢ne spaté s predstavou dekadencie, rozkoSe, hojnosti az obzerstva, je prasa.

V Orwellovej Zvieracej farme, 1945 su oSipané najviac podobné ¢loveku, nielen svojou inteligenciou, ale aj
chamtivostou a tuzbou po moci. Pévodné heslo ,VSetky zvierata sd rovné” sa meni na ,Vsetky zvierata su si rovné,

ale niektoré su si rovnejsie”.
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The international project Human Animal Il. / The wolves are full, the sheep are safe, the pigs are laughing fol-
lows on from the animal-themed exhibition Human Animal I. / Next of Kin: Ape — Dog - Cat which was held at

the Gallery of Spis Artists in 2021. The project is presented as part of the Theme dramaturgical cycle of exhibi-

tions and is supported by the Slovak Arts Council.

The exhibition examines humankind as an integral element of the animal kingdom and maps a trio of animals

(the wolf - the sheep - the pig) which are connected not only with local agrarian traditions but also with associat-

ed symbolic, mythological and religious meanings. Works by twenty artists from five different countries
(CZ, ES, PL, USA) are a wry but serious reflection of the historical, local and also global experiences, ideas and
prejudices associated with the wolf, the sheep and the pig. While the sheer breadth of various perspectives

on this topic is inexhaustible, the exhibition compiles a fascinating mosaic of symbolic images of human percep-
tion of their closest species. We must be aware of how our behaviour towards animals, how we judge them
and the attributes which we assign to them is a result of our anthropocentric approach which is often blind to

the suffering of those who lack a voice of their own.

Until the middle of the last century Slovakia was a predominantly agrarian country, and the trio of animals
(the wolf — the sheep - the pig) played important roles in human life, either in a positive or a negative sense. While

the wolf — sheep relationship can be read as a opposition between black and white, between good and evil,

the pig has a more ambivalent role in human thinking despite its usefulness and its perceived high intelligence.

The sheep was among the first animals to be domesticated by humankind and played a key role in the deve-
lopment of civilization. It is also an immensely important symbol in Christianity and is particularly associated

with the characteristics of docility and meekness. The sheep never resists; it makes no effort to defend itself
against the knife in the hand and forgets (?) the discomforts to which humankind subjects it. Christ is both the

_amb of God and the Good Shepherd who leads his flock of believers. The wolf, a danger to sheep and others,

nas historically been considered in an overwhelmingly negative, sometimes even diabolical light. It is unpredict-

able; it attacks our settled way of life and our good intentions. As the famous Latin saying goes, "Homo homini
upus est” (Man is wolf to man), a phrase which reveals the aggressive and primarily hostile nature of man which

urks beneath the thin veneer of culture and polite behaviour. The animal which is inextricably linked to deca-

dence, pleasure, excess and gluttony is the pig. In Orwell's 1945 novel Animal Farm, pigs are depicted as being
most like man, both in their greed and their desire for power. The original slogan “all animals are equal” changes
to “all animals are equal, but some are more equal than others”.
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