KOSICKY
SAMOSPRAVNY

KRAJ GALERIA UMELCOV SPISA

,Fotografia je vytvarna science-fiction, intuicia, sen, strnuly cas a priestor.”
(Ikko Narahara v kat. Sucasna fotografia, New York, 1982)

Monotematicka vystava fotografii Roba Kocana otvara ,trinaste komnaty” vo vybranych slovenskych
galériach: v obrazovych pribehoch hlada tajomstva a suvislosti v depozitaroch, ktoré su nosnou tepnou
pamatovych institucii. Fotografie snimal pocas projektu Digitalna galéeria v rokoch 2013 - 2015,
fascinovany bizarnymi zatiSiami z ulozenych a navrstvenych vytvarnych diel. Vystava je sucastou
projektov k 35. vyrociu vzniku Galérie umelcov Spisa a je uvedena v ramci cyklu vystav Téema.

Robo Kocan je vSestrannym a mimoriadne talentovanym umelcom, ktory vo fotografii zaujal expe-
rimentalnym a multimedialnym pristupom, ¢i novymi inscenovanymi postupmi. Experimentovanie
s klasickou cierno-bielou i farebnou fotografiou sa v jeho tvorbe rozvija paralelne s pocitacovou a digi-
talnou manipulaciou uz takmer tri desatrocia. Pocas dvojrocného projektu digitalizacie, koordinova-
nom Slovenskou narodnou galériou, autor navstivil galérie po celom Slovensku, kde ho pocas fotodo-
kumentacie zaujali ulozené sochy, vytvarajuce nezivy obskurny svet v roznych podmienkach deponacie.
Myslienka fotit zatisia prisla az po case, ked autora oslovili konfrontacie priestorov a ulozenie soch
z roznych obdobi, ¢i kompozicie zabalenych a docasne vyskladnenych diel na chodbach a v exterieri.
Prezentovany vyber je z fotografovania v styroch instituciach: v Oravskej galérii v Dolnom Kubine,
Galérii mesta Bratislava, Slovenskej narodnej galérii — Zvolensky zamok a v Krajskej galérii v Presove.

V zdanlivo statickych obrazoch nachadzame pribehovost, pokojnu atmosféru, dokonalost
kompozicie, poetické korelacie i vytvarné posolstvo, ktorym monochromna cCierno-biela skala pridava
kvalitu vintazi. Ako povedal Josef Sudek, ,povab vsetkého je v zahadnosti...” a Kocanove Pribehy
v depozitaroch priamo koresponduju s jeho posolstvom. Vystavu v tomto tematickom kontexte
Gcelovo dopliaju ukazky origindlnych ru¢ne viazanych autorowych foto-knih z digitalizacie, ateliérov,

Ci ciest a monografia z roku 2018. Sprievodna slide-show dokumentuje pracu v depozitaroch
a sochy zo zbierky galérie okrajovo supluju deponovane diela.

Neunavne hladanie inovativnych vyrazovych prostriedkov vedie Roba Kocana za hranice klasickeho
meédia: neustala kombinacia tradicnych a novych technik vytvara ,alchymickd” syntéezu medii - instalacie,
hudby, Ci experimentovania s vytvarnym jazykom malby a fotografie. Pribehy v depozitaroch su
sucas-tou mozaiky jeho vsestrannej tvorby, ktora je unikatom na sucasnej stredoeuropskej fotografickej
scéne. Dobré svetlo, Robo Kocan!

“Photography is visual science-fiction, intuition, dream, frozen time and space.”
(Ikko Narahara, Contemporary Photography, New York, 1982)

This single-theme exhibition of the photography of Robo Kocan opens the doors to the Room 101’s
of a selection of Slovak galleries: in a series of illustrated stories, it searches for secrets and contexts
in depositories, the main arteries of institutions of memory. Photographs taken by the artist between
2013 and 2015 during the Digital Gallery project reveal his fascination with bizarre still lifes from
encoded and layered works of art. The exhibition is one of several projects which commemorate the
35th anniversary of the opening of the Gallery of Spis Artists and is presented as part of the Themes
cycle of exhibitions.

Robo Kocan is a versatile and highly talented artist who is interested in experimental and multi-
media approaches to photography and novel staging techniques. Over the course of almost thirty
years, he has experimented with classic black-and-white and colour photography, a process which he
has developed in tandem with the digital manipulation of his work. During a two-year digitalization
project conducted in collaboration with the Slovak National Gallery, the artist visited galleries all across
Slovakia; while carrying out his photo documentation activities he became interested in the sculptures
held in storage which formed an inanimate hidden world in various states of preservation. The idea of
photographing still lifes only arose after the artist had addressed the confrontations between spaces
and stored sculptures from various periods or compositions featuring works of art which had been
temporarily relocated in corridors or exteriors while still in their protective packaging. The presented
works are a photographic cycle which was created in four institutions: the Orava Gallery in Dolny Kubin,
the City Gallery in Bratislava, the Slovak National Gallery in Zvolen Castle and the Regional Gallery
in Presov.

In the seemingly static images we can discern a narrative, a calming atmosphere, compositional
perfection, poetic correlations and an artistic message to which the monochromatic black-and-white
scale adds a certain vintage quality. As Josef Sudek said, “the charm of everything is in its mystery”,
and Kocan'’s Stories in Depositories directly correspond to this message. The exhibition is purpose-
fully complemented by the artist’'s hand-bound photo-books from his digitization and studio work
or his travels, and a monograph from 2018. An accompanying slideshow documents the work in
the depositories, while sculptures from the Gallery’s collection serve as a marginal substitute for the
artworks which remain in storage.

The tireless search for innovative means of expression has led Robo Kocan to the boundaries of
classical media: the endless combinations of traditional and modern techniques form an “alchemical”
synthesis of media: installations, music and experiments with the creative language of painting and
photography. Stories in Depositories forms part of the mosaic of his multifaceted work and confirms
his unique position on the contemporary photography scene of central Europe.

We wish you good light, Robo Kocan!

Mgr. Lucia Benicka,
kuratorka vystavy / curator of exhibition
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O AUTOROVI / ABOUT THE ARTIST

Robo Kocan (*1968, Poprad, SK) studoval fotografiu na Strednej
umeleckej skole v Kosiciach a v r. 1996 absolvoval Vysoku Skolu
vytvarnych umeni v Bratislave (Katedra vizualnych médii, odbor
fotografia). Studoval tiez na Nottingham Trent University (1993,

V. Britania) a na Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts in Dijon (1993,
Francuzsko). Zucastnil sa viacerych umeleckych stazi, ako SPACES
(2003, Cleveland, USA), Krizovatky napadov (2004, Glamorgan,
Wales, V. Britania), Hajoviia (2021, Banska Stiavnica). Vystavoval
na mnohych individualnych a kolektivnych vystavach doma iv za-
hranici (CZ, FR, PL, DE, AT, NL, USA, HUN, GR, NO, DK, RO, IE, GB).
KocCanove diela su v mnohych verejnych zbierkach (Galéria umel-
cov Spisa v Spisskej Novej Vsi, SK; Slovenska narodna galéria

v Bratislave, SK; Tatranska galéria v Poprade, SK; Stredoslovenska
galéria v Banskej Bystrici, SK; Narodna galéria v Prahe, CZ; MUzeum
umenia v Houstone, USA; Eurépska centralna banka vo Frank-
furte, DE) a v sukromnych zbierkach doma a v zahranici CZ, PL, AT,
NL, FR, USA, CAN, AU a iné). Autor zije a tvori v Poprade.

Robo Koc€an (*1968, Poprad, Slovakia) studied photography at
the Secondary School of Applied Arts in Kosice and in 1996 gra-
duated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Bratislava (photography
at Dpt. of Visual Arts). He also studied at Nottingham Trent
University (1993, Great Britain) and at the Ecole Nationale des
Beaux Arts in Dijon (1993, FR). He has participated in several art-
ist-in-residency programs, such as SPACES (2003, Cleveland, USA),
Crossroads for Ideas (2004, Glamorgan, Wales, GB) and Hajo-
vha (2021, Banska Stiavnica, SK). His work has been shown in a
number of individual and collective exhibitions both at home and
abroad (CZ, FR, PL, DE, AT, NL, USA, HUN, GR, NO, DK, RO, IE, GB).
KocCan's photographs are held in public and private collections
worldwide (Gallery of Spis Artists in Spisska Nova Ves, SK; Slovak
National Gallery in Bratislava, SK; Tatra Gallery in Poprad, SK; Cen-
tral Slovakian Gallery in B. Bystrica, SK; National Gallery

in Prague, CZ; The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, USA; European
Central Bank, Frankfurt, DE) and private collections worldwide
(CZ, PL, AT, NL, FR, USA, CAN, AU and others). He lives and works
in Poprad, Slovakia.

O VYSTAVE

ABOUT EXHIBITION

Kuratorka / Curator: Mqr. Lucia Benicka - GUS
Grafika / Design: Mqr. art. Ivana Babejova, ArtD. - GUS
Preklady / Translations: Gawin Cowper

Produkcia / Production: Galéria umelcov Spisa

- kulturne zariadenie Kosického samospravneho kraja /
cultural facility of Kosice Self-governing Region

€ © Galéria umelcov Spisa | www.gus.sk

www.robokocan.com



