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Blazej Balaz, Igor Benca, Erik Binder, Milos Boda, Marek Brincko,
Lenka Cisarova, Andrea Cepissakova, Jifi Cernicky (CZ),

Andrej Dubravsky, Vlado Elias, Bohdan Hostinak, Kristéf Lazar (HU),
Milan Mikulastik (CZ) & Jan Nalevka (CZ), Juliana Mrvova,

Monika Pascoe Mikyskova, Emil Sedlak, Jozef Suchoza,

Kristyna Spanihelova (CZ), Paulina Tarara (PL), Jan Triaska (SK/RS),
Peter Valiska-Timecko, Miro Trubac, Edita Volos¢ukova

Vystava prezentuje diela 24 autorov z 5-tich krajin (CZ, HU, PL, RS,
SK), reflektujice ambivalentny vztah ¢loveka a hmyzu v ramci psycholo-
gickych, mytologickych a environmentalnych asociacii. Projekt,
uvedeny v ramci dramaturgického cyklu vystav Téma, je podporeny

z verejnych zdrojov Fondu na podporu umenia.

Medzinarodny vystavny projekt nadvazuje na predchadzajuce dva rocniky
s animalnou tematikou Human Animal I. / Najblizsi pribuzni: Opica

— Pes - Macka, 2021 a Human Animal Il. / Vlk syty, ovca celd, prasa
vysmiate, 2022. Nazov vystavy Zmiz hmyz! odkazuje na nas ambivalentny,
prevazne negativny postoj k hmyzu a zaroven upozorniuje na désledky
takéhoto postoja - stracanie sa (miznutie) hmyzu z prirodného pro-
stredia. Hmyz nas odjakziva fascinuje a odpudzuje, je symbolom smrti

a rozkladu, ale aj znovuzrodenia.

Hmyz je najrozmanitejSou skupinou zivocichov. Do dneSnych dni
bolo opisanych cez milidon r6znych druhov, ¢o predstavuje viac ako
polovicu vSetkych zijucich organizmov. Pre vacsinu hmyzu je typicka
metamorfdza - zasadna premena telesnej schranky, prechadzajuc
vyvojom z jedného $tadia do druhého. V znamej poviedke Franza Kafku
Premena (Die Verwandlung), 1915 sa hlavna postava Gregor zmeni pocas
noci na obrovského chrobaka. Situacia naznacuje symptdm menejcen-
nosti a odcudzenia tak vlastnej rodine ako aj svetu. Odpudivost tela,
ktoré lezie po Spinavych stenach malej izby, sa stava symbolom (psycho-
logického) rozkladu. Hmyz sa ¢asto spaja s hnilobou a smrtou.

V barokovej malbe sa casto zobrazovali muchy ako odkaz na ,memento
mori”. Opakom su motyle, ktoré su symbolom znovuzrodenia a duse.

V taoistickych podobenstvach sa docitame o sne filozofa, ktory sa
citi byt motylom. Ked'sa prebudza, rozmysla - je to on, kto sa citi byt
motylom, alebo naopak, motyl, ktory sniva ze je clovekom?

Selektované diela v diferentnych médiach, od malby cez objekt
a instalaciu po video, vytvaraju zaujimavy dialdg interpretacii a asociacii
napojenych na hmyz. Vystava predstavuje Siroku skalu tychto milo-
vanych aj nenavidenych zivocichov nielen ako vizualnu reprezentaciu,
ale pracuje aj s realnymi schrankami ich krehkych tiel.
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ZMIZ HMYZ!
BUZZ OFF, BUG!

The exhibition presents works by 24 artists from 5 countries (CZ, HU,
PL, RS, SK) which reflect upon the ambivalent relationship between
mankind and insects within a framework of psychological, mythological
and environmental associations. The project, which is part of the Theme
cycle of exhibitions, is supported by public funding from the Slovak

Arts Council.

The international exhibition project builds upon the animal-themed
shows of the preceding two years, Human Animal I. / Next of Kin:
Ape - Dog - Cat (2021) and Human Animal Il. / The Wolves Are Full,
the Sheep Are Safe, the Pigs Are Laughing (2022). The title of the exhi-
bition, Buzz Off, Bug! draws attention to our ambivalent, overwhelm-
ingly negative attitude to insects but also warns us of the consequences
of such an approach - the loss (or even disappearance) of insects

from the natural environment. Insects both fascinate and repel us; they
are a symbol of death and decomposition, but also of rebirth.

Insects are the most diverse group of creatures on our planet.

To date, more than a million different species have been identified, repre-
senting more than half of all living organisms. Metamorphosis is

a typical phenomenon in the majority of insect species - a fundamental
transformation of the body structure, a developmental transition from
one stage to another. In Franz Kafka's famous 1915 short story The Meta-
morphosis (Die Verwandlung), the main character Gregor is tranformed
overnight into an enormous beetle. His situation suggests his sense

of his own inferiority and alienation from his family and the wider world.
The repulsive image of his body climbing across the filthy walls of his
small room becomes a symbol of his (psychological) decomposition.
Insects are often associated with death and decay; Baroque paintings
often feature depictions of flies as a reference to the concept of
“memento mori”. This is in sharp contrast to the idea of the butterfly,
often seen as a symbol of rebirth and the soul. Taoist parables tell

us the story of the philosopher who dreamt that he was a butterfly.
When he awoke from the dream, he asked himself whether he was

a man who was dreaming of being a butterfly or whether he was really
a butterfly who was dreaming of being a man...

The selection of works in various media ranging from paintings and
sculptures to video installations forms a fascinating dialogue of inter-
pretations and associations relating to insects. The exhibition presents
a broad overview of these creatures with whom we have a love-hate rela-
tionship, examining not only their visual representation but also playing
with the idea of the fragility of their bodies within their outer shells.

Mgr. art. Katarina Balunova, ArtD,,
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