ZILINSKY
SAMOSPRAVNY
KRAJ

( i galéria

i !

Renomovany slovensky fotograf Pavol Breier prinasa ojedinely fotograficky dokument
zo sucasnosti i minulosti Zivota pastierskej komunity na Orave. Portréty a krajina

v rozpati Styroch dekad tvorby su obrazovou sociologickou Studiou o oravskych
pastieroch. Vystava je realizovana vdaka financnej a materialnej podpore obce Zazriva
a firmy Syrex a odbornej spoluprace s o. z. Kailas a Dom fotografie.

»~Mojou oblubenou témou je socialny dokument. Zacal som ho robit davno - na vychodnom
Slovensku a na Orave. Aj teraz sa tam vo svojej tvorbe stale vraciam. Je zaujimave, ze sposob zivota
horalov je dost' podobny, ¢i uz je to na Orave, pod Tatrami alebo v Himalajach. Je to dané prirod-
nymi podmienkami a sposobom obZivy, v ktorom dominuje pastierstvo.” (Pavol Breier)

Vystava je pribehom o pastieroch a bacoch zo Zazrivej, s ktorymi autora spaja niekolko
desiatok rokov priatelstva. Dovera, ako aj Caste stretnutia v koSiaroch mu otvorili dvere nielen
do pastierskeho, ale aj osobného zivota aktérov: v roku 2021 navstevoval bacov - déchodcov
v ich sukromi. Konfrontacia farebnych sucasnych portrétov s Cierno-bielymi obrazmi
z minulosti poukazuje na zdanlivu idylu pomaly vymierajuceho cechu - tradicného pastierstva
a salasnictva. Breier ostava verny klasickému dokumentu, jeho rukopis charakterizuje aj
Siroky objektiv a takmer kinematografické zaznamenavanie deja. Vystavna mozaika prinasa
staronovy pribeh v novej optike - kabinetné vyskladanie spomienok na minulost nam priblizuje
salasnikov od 70. rokov 20. storocia pri tradicnom pastierskom zivote v nedotknutej krajine,
dramaticky obkolesenej vrchmi v dialdgu s farebnymi, formatovo dominujucimi sugestivnymi
portrétmi z pritomnosti.

Hory a zivot v nich sa stali Breierovou trvalou inspiraciou nielen na Slovensku, ale aj
v Himalajach, kde sa pravidelne vracia. Dokumentarna fotografia je nosnym zanrom v autoro-
vej tvorbe, s prevazujucim zaujmom o socialnu reflexiu: zivoty v horach a ich podobenstva
sa prelinaju v celom doterajsom diele.

The renowned Slovak photographer Pavol Breier presents a unique photographic
document of past and present in the life of an Orava pastoral community. This collection
of portraits and landscapes spanning four decades of work offers a sociological visual
study of the mountain shepherds of the Orava region. The exhibition is made possible
thanks to financial and in-kind support of the Village of Zazriva and the Syrex company
and professional cooperation with NGOs Kailas and House of Photography.

“My favourite theme is social documentary. | started to work with this long ago - in east Slovakia
and Orava. Even today I still keep coming back to it in my work. It is interesting that the way of life
among mountain folk is quite similar regardless of whether they live in Orava, below the Tatras or
in the Himalayas. This is a result of the natural conditions and livelihoods in these regions in which
pastoralism plays a dominant role.” (Pavol Breier)

The exhibition tells the story of the shepherds and herdsmen from Zazriva with whom
the artist is connected by several decades of friendship. The trust which the photographer has
built and regular contact in the mountain sheepfolds have offered him a remarkable insight
into the world of seasonal mountain pastoralism and also to the personal lives of its partici-
pants: in 2021 he visited former shepherds in their retirement. The confrontation of colourful
contemporary portraits with black and white images from the past depicts the seemingly
idyllic way of life of a slowly vanishing guild - that of traditional herding and “salasnictvo”,
a form of seasonal mountain pastoralism unique to the Carpathian region. Breier remains true
to the classical documentary form, and his “signature” approach is characterised by the use
of wide lens shots and an almost cinematographic rendering of the scene. The exhibition
mosaic lends a new look to a story which is at once both old and new - the cabinet arrange-
ments of mementos of the past bring us closer to the “salasnik” or mountain shepherd of the
1970s and his traditional pastoral life in an untouched landscape encircled dramatically by
mountains, in dialogue with full colour, large-format evocative portraits from the present day.
Mountains and the lives lived in them have long been an inspiration for Breier, not only
in Slovakia but also in the Himalayas, a region to which he returns regularly. Documentary
photography is a pivotal genre in the artist's work, together with a deep interest in social
reflexion - mountain life and its similarities have been intertwined in all of his work to date.

Mgr. Lucia Benicka,
kuratorka vystavy / exhibition curator
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Pavol Breier (*1952) je fotograf, horolezec, cestovatel a pedagog.

Je absolventom FAMU v Prahe - odbor umelecka fotografia (r. 1974).
TaZiskom tvorby je dokument a reporta?, krajina, reklamna

a divadelna fotografia. Od konca 70. rokov 20. storocia programovo
vytvara cykly z horskych oblasti, tematicky zamerané na zivot ludi

v horach a na velhorsku prirodu (cykly Orava, Pamir, Himalaje,

Tibet a iné). Je zakladatelom obclianskeho zdruZenia Kailas, kde vedie
a organizuje fotografické kurzy a workshopy. Svoju tvorbu prezen-
toval na desiatkach kolektivnych aj autorskych vystavach doma

i v zahrani¢i (individualne vystavy na Slovensku, v Ceskej republike,
Francuzsku, Belgicku, Polsku). Publikuje v obrazovych ¢asopisoch,

je autorom a spoluautorom viacerych katalégov o vytvarnom umeni
a obrazovych publikacii, napr. Pamir, Karpaty - Malé, Biele, Na streche
sveta, Svet tibetského budhizmu. Breierove fotografie su zastupené
v zbierkach Galérie umelcov Spisa v Spisskej Novej Vsi, Slovenskej
narodnej galérie v Bratislave, Oravskej galérie v Dolnom Kubine,
Kysuckej galérie v Cadci, Galérie Ernesta Zmetaka v Novych Zdmkoch,
Narodnej galérie v Prahe (CZ) a The Navigator Foundation v Bostone
(USA). V sucasnosti posobi ako pedagdg na Pedagogickej fakulte
Univerzity Komenského a Paneuropskej vysokej Skole v Bratislave.
Zije a tvori v Bratislave a v Zazrivej.

Pavol Breier (*1952) is a photographer, mountaineer, traveller and
lecturer. He graduated in art photography from FAMU in Prague

in 1974. The main focus of his work is documentary and reportage,
landscape, advertising and theatrical photography. Since the 1970s
he has created exhibition cycles on mountain themes, primarily
focusing on the life of mountain folk and mountain nature (including
the Orava, Pamir, Himalayas and Tibet cycles). He is the founder

of the Kailas civic association where he leads and organises photo-
graphy courses and workshops. His work has been presented

in dozens of collective and individual exhibitions both in Slovakia
and abroad (for example, in the Czech Republic, France, Belgium
and Poland). His work has been published in photography magazines
and he is the author and co-author of several fine art catalogues
and photography books including Pamir [Pamir], Karpaty - Malé, Biele
[The Carpathians - Little, White], Na streche sveta [On the Roof

of the World], and Svet tibetského budhizmu [The World of Tibetan
Buddhism]. Breier's photographs are represented in the collections
of the Gallery of Spis Artists in SpiSska Nova Ves, the Slovak National
Gallery in Bratislava, the Orava Gallery in Dolny Kubin, the Kysucka
Gallery in Cadca, the Ernest Zmetak Gallery in Nové Zamky,

the National Gallery in Prague (CZ) and The Navigator Foundation

in Boston (USA). He currently lectures at the Faculty of Pedagogy

in Comenius University and the Pan-European University in Bratislava.
He lives and works in Bratislava and Zazriva.

www.breier.sk | www.gus.sk

www.oravskagaleria.sk

Vystava v spolupraci / Exhibition in cooperation:

KOSICKY _
SAMOSPRAVNY
KRAJ

GALERIA UMELCOV SPISA

ZAZRIVA

119
>—
H
10
DOM FOTOGRAFIE




